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OF 

MARMADUKE TUNSTALL, ESQ, 

LATE OF WYCLIFm 



The subject of these Memoirs was descended from two 
of the most ancient and lioiiourable families oi the coun- 
ties of York and Lancashire, viz. — tlie Tunstalls, of 
Thurland Castle, near llo]n[)y, in Lancashire; and, 
by the female line, the W yciilies, of WyclifFe on tiie 
Tees, in liichmondshire. He was also connected, by 
intermarriages, with several other considerable familie8> 
and was duly entitled to a coat of arms^with 35 quar- 
terings, as he himself, who was an excellent herald, 
ascertained and had ^blazoned at the Herald's Office. 

In the paucity of materials for his individual history, 
I shall give a short account of the genealogy and most 
remarkable personages of the two principal families, as 
is found in more copious reports, and tlica proceed to 
detail such notices of him as the only printed documents 
which are extant, furnish, with the exception of some 
additional connecting matter communicated by a friend. 

The Lords of Wydiffe are traced back to the time 
of Edward I. Their descendant, William Wydiife, 
who died in 1584, and whose monument remains in the 
cliiircli of Wycliffe, had two wives, by the ibruier of 
which, Dorothy, a co-heiress of Hanlaby, in Yorkshire, 
and of the Surteeses, of Diinsdule, he had a son, Francis, 
to whom descended his lather's large cbtateb. At the 
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third descent from Francis Wyciifie, bis line became 
nearly extinct by the death of the only son and heir, 
Ralph Wvcliife, a youth of fourteen. This melancholy 
event took place in the life^time of his ihther, who in- 
scribed upon his monumenty on a brass plate, with the 
family arms and a youth kneeling at a desk, within 
the altar rails of Wyclifle church, the following affect- 
ing epitaph :— 

" Radulpho Wiclifo, aetatis suae decimo quarto, anno 
Tero Domini, ]6i)G, die Januarii quinto, in versa fator urn 
serie detuiicto fiiio suo unico su})Lrstes pater Gulielmus 
Wiclifus hoc quantum est monument! non sine summo 
renim huroanamm fastidio posuit. — Pietatis et anx>ris 
ergo."* 

*'To Ralph Wyeliffii^ who died in the fourteenth 
year of his age, the 5th day of Januaiy, in the year of 
our Lord, 1606, in the inverse series of the fates, his 

surviving father, William Wycliffe, erected this nioniw 
ment, such as it is, to his only sou, not without great 
weariness of human affaii*s, a tribute of his piety and 
aftectiou." 

Two daughters survived the death of their brother, 
and were joint co-heiresses of the family estates. The 
eldest, Dorothy, married John Witham, of ClifiSs^ Esq., 
in Yorkshire ; and theyounffest, Catherine, Marmaduke 
Tunstall, Esq., of Scargill Uasde, in the parish of Bar- 
mingham, Richmondshire, from whence qirung the 
connection of the two families. 

The history of the Wycliffe family is rendered most 
interesting by its supposed connection with John Wick- 
lilie,t The Morning Star of the Reformation," — " the 

* Wliitaker's HutiM^ of RichmondthiFet i p. 109.— 6«n<. Mag. 
181i, p. 321. 

\ He was horn in 1314, in the reign of Edward II. Duriii^^ the 
long reign of Ed^vard IIL, whose liberal principles admitted greater 
latitude of di-scussioii in matters of j-eiieion than those of his imnie- 
diatc predecessors <Hr auccesBorSy Widmfib repeatedly dared to ex- 
hibit lus freedom of opinicm on the abuaea of the Papal authority and 
goveminent. He died a natural death (uncommon in hia drcuni* 
stances), in 13B7»andwa8 buried in his own church, at Lutterworth, 
in Leiceaterahir^ a rectory which had been preaented to bim by hia 
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last maiiitalner ot religion (before the general decay 
tliereof) and its firm restorer," who has long been con- 
sidered as sprung from this family. — {See FuUer^s 
Worthies^ i. 327, TanneTf p. 767, &c.) The evidence 
of diU fact is, however, xsontested by Mr. Whitaker, ia 
his Hi^toiy of Bkhmmdskire^ who^ however, admits, 
that Wickliffe must have been . bcnrn in this neighbour- 
hood at least, as it is specially so recorded by Leland.* 
The family of Wycliffe existed until lately in the 
younger branch, descended from WUiiam V\ ycliffe, 

royal master, as a reward for his able opposition to the Papal claim 
of Peter's pence, for the refusal to pay which the Pope had cited 
Bdward to Avignon. Forty years after his bones were taken up 
and burnt, by order of the Council of Constance. — (Gilpin's Life of 
Wickl'^e/J He wrote a tract oa the schism of the Popes ; and 
publisCed a translattoa of the whole Bible in the English languags 
then spoken ; bat not being sufficiently acquainted wiu the Btebrew 
and Greek languages to ti c ii slate from tne ongina!8» he made his 
translation from the Latin Bibles, which were at that time read in 
the churches. So offensive was this translation of tlie Bible to 
those who were lor takin? away the key of knowledge ami means of 
■better information, tiiat a bill wa>i brought into pai'liaraent, ui 1 300, for 
the purpose of suppressing it ; ou \\ liicli the Duke of Lancaster (.the 
King's uncle) is reported to have said, " we will not be the dregs 
<of all> seeing other nations have the law of God^ which is the law 
of .our faith, written in their own language/' The bill« through the 
Duke's influence, was rejected ; and this gave encouragement to 
some of the Wickliffe' s followers to publish another more correct 
trar.slation of the Bible. But, in 1408^ at a convocation at Oxford, 
it was decreed, " Tliat no one should, thereafter, translate nny text 
or holy scripture into English, by way of a book, or little book, or 
tract ; and that no book of this kind should be read, that \s as com- 
posed lately in the time of John Wickliiie, or hiiice hib ticath.'* 
This decree led the way, as might be expected, to great per sec u« 
tion ; and many persons were punished, some even with death, for 
reading the scriptures in English. — (jyOtfley tmd Man^* Bike, 
Int.) A portrait of Wickliife, understood to be painted by Antonio 
de More, the painter of Queen Mary and several of* the crowned heads 
of Europe, was presented by Dr. Zouch, the late Rector of Wy- 
cliffe, in \'J\)i)j as an heir loom to the Rectory House, where it re- 
mains. It is probably a copy from some illumitiatiun in one of Wick- 
Jilic's Bibles, as is conjectured, by Mr, Whitaker, who doubts, liow- 
ever, if it was painted by More. It is marked with hia name on the 
back of the picture. 

* Fuller says that the Wycliffe family, in his day (16$1}» eoa- 
tinue H jnst claim of their kindred unta hinu*' 
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who died, as stated above, in 1584, by his second wife, 
who was of the noble blood of Eure. They resided in 
the town of Richmond, but the family is now extinct 
by the decease of the last hein* The estates passed by 
intermarriage to the Tunstalls. 

I next proceed to the family of Tnnstall, " who long 
fliHirislied at Hiurland Castle, in wealth and lioiiour, and 
produced several characters of name in EngHsh history." 
Sir Tiioiiias Tunstall, who was an adherent of tlie House 
of Lancaster, had a grant from Henry IV. to inclose 
the manor of Thurland Tunstall, in Lancashire, and to 
fortify it. Hence the origin of Thurland Castle, He 
afterwards attended Henry V. to the battle of Agincourt^ 
and was rewarded with the town of Ponthever, in 
France* Richard Tunstall, his grandson, was a man 
of great renown, and created a Knight of the Garter 
through the liberahty of Richard III., though he had 
been a firm Lancastrian before, as were the whole fa- 
mily from the time of his pi cdecessor. Sir Thomas Tun- 
staU, who received the boon of his Monarch, as above 
related. Tiiat " stainless knight," &> Brian Tunstall, 
as he is called, nephew of the last-mentioned Richard, 
M*as a valiant soldier, and died fighting in the battle of 
Flodden Field, where he commanded the Lancaster 
men ; and he is understood to have been the only Eng* 
lisliman of rank, who died iu that battle.f It is, however, 

* Thomas Wycliiiu, E^q. of Grayles, who lately died at Riclmuuul, 
f Then good Lord Marmion, by my life I 
Welcome to danger's hour I 
Short greeting serves in lime of strife ; 

Thus have I ranged my power. 
M} self will rule the central host, 

Stout Stanley fronts their right. 
My tion commands the vaward post, 

With Brian l^ansfaif, stainless knight^ 
Lord Dacre with his horsemen li^ht 
Shall be in rear-ward of the fight. 
And succour tliose that need it mo9t, 

Marmion, canio vL tec, 24, 
** fcjir 11. Tunstallj r Hcd in the romantic language of the time 
' Tunstall, the undefiled,' was one of the few Englishmen of rank 
btatn at Flodden. He^ perhtips, derived his epith^ of ' unde|iled\ 
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doubted, by Wbitaker, if he was ever knighted, or that . 
his body was transported to Tunstall churcb, as tradi* 
tlon has asserted.* His son, however, was a true 
knight, and, probably, he who is styled Knight of 
Rhodes. Next fellows die elder brother, as he is con- 
sidered by the late genealogists, of Sir Brian, viz. the 
celebrated Cuthbert Tunstall, Bishop of Durham. The 
legitimacy of his birth has been called in question by 
some, on the assertion of I.cland, who was his cotem- 
porary. He is considered the son of one of Conyers' 
aaughters, of Hornby Castle. " Such has ever been,'' 
says Mr. Whitaker, " the chastity of English women in 
the higher ranks, that there have been few natural chil- 
dren so well born on the mother's side as Cuthbert 
Tans^ll. At Hackforth, in an adjoining township, he 
v.as cenainly boi n, his mother having, probably, been 
sent away i'roni Hornby for the greater privacy." He 
was born in HTS, and being ediicatcd lor ilic church, 
first at Baliol College, Oxford, and afterwards, on ac- 
count of the plague, at King's Hall, Cambridge, he 
passed through various ecclesiastical preferments, until 
in 1522, he was consecrated Bishop of London, from 
whence be was translated to the see of Durham, in 
15S0* Tunstall was one of those few and gifted men, 
who, in head and heart, adorned the mitre. In an age 
of persecution, and invested with princely power, he 
was no peisecutor. A sincere Catholic, he applied the 
flames, not to men, but to books.''f " Bishop Tun- 
• stall,'' says Mr. Hutchinson,:|: "was an accomplished, 
learned, and excellent prelate, and author of many 
valuable works, highly beloved, admired, and praised 
by all his learned cotemporaries, both at home and 
abroad; among whom were the great Erasmus, Sir 
Thomas More, and Dean Collet, and by many other 
iilu:>trious persons, who have all been lavish of their 

from his ^-hite nrniour and ban iier, the latter benrini^ a white cock 
about to crow, hh well as ii oui his unstained loyuliy and knightly 
fiddi."— »^'ir Wcdtcr ScoWs Note on Marmion, 

' * Whitaker, Bkkm. u. p. i^>71-^5. f lb, p. 52, 53. 

. % Hui. o/Jhirhmn, I p. 440, 
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encomiums on him." lie lived in difficult times, and 
his liistory is chequered with iiiai-y changes of opinion, 
which, in the progress of the reformation, it became al- 
most necessary to adopt. On the whole, he was lather 
disposed to bend and conciliate ; though, at one time, 
he went so much in opposition to the court, as to suffer 
deprivation of his see, and to undergo imprisonment, 
in the Tower, for two years* He was restored on the 
accession of Mary, with whom he sided, but being again 
called on, at the accession of Elixabeth, for another re- 
cantation, in subscribing to her supremacy, he declined 
making it at bis late period of life, tliough by no lueaus 
a friend to the see of Rome, the abuses of which he 
was well convinced of, and he was, therefore, finally 
deprived of his see a second time, which event, he 
survived about a year, dying^ in 1559, in his 85th 
year.* 

Bishop TunstaU, though a churchman, was frequently 

employed, much to his honour, in foreign embassies of 
great weight and moment. In lie accoin|xinied 

Sir Thomas More, as ambassador to the Emperor 
Charles V., then nt Brussels, where he became ac- 

auainted with the great Erasmus, who speaks of him in 
le most flattering terms, as a man, than whom this 
■ 

* It was during his episcopacy that the first appointment of the 
Dean and Chapter of Durham took place, in consequence of the 
surrender into King Henry VIII.'s hancU ot tlie pnory of Durham, 
amongst those of the larger monasteries of the kingdom. By the 
act of parliament, which vested all relkbus houses, with their pos-* 
sessions, in the crown, the King, on ue l!9th Bfoy, 1541, founded 
the Oadiedral Churdi at Durham, and appointed a dean and 
twelve prebendaries therein for ever ; dedicatmg the church to the 
glory of Christ, and the honour of the blessed Virgin, by the nanre 
of tlie Catliedral Church of Christ and blessed Mary, the Virgin, 
The King appointed the surrendering prior. Whitehead, the first 
dean, and twelve of his fraternity, pr^endaries, and granted tliem 
a coHHUon seal, with power to the dean, for the time being, to ap-* 
point inferior officers and ministers of the church. By letters 
patent, he, at ^ same tim^ endowed the church with all its former 
possessions ; and few, if any, such appropriations as this, at Dur- 
ham, were made out of the dissolution of religious houses, which 
took place at that time.— iSnr Hutekmt<m*s Dwrhmf up* 4^ 4^4t 
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{I !;■(.' possesses none more learned, better, or more hu- 
mane." When Bishop oi London,, he was sent by tlie 
King to the Diet, held at Worms; and again^ in 1525, 
he went with Sir Richard Wingfield to Spain, as am- 
bassador, a second time, to the Emperor Charles V,, 
on the memorable occasion of mediinting for the freedom 
of Francis I., of France, taken at Pavia, in all which 
he was selected on account of his superior abilities.* 

His accomplishments were both great and various ; 
he was a schohir, a man oF business, a civilian, a states- 
man, and a divine. His knowledge of the Greek 
language was critical ; he was not unskilled in the He- 
brew; he wrote a clear and intelligent work on arith«» 
metic; he perfectly understood the mathematics (such 

' as they were) of the age; and, in addition to all which, 
was an eloquent and impressive speaker. 

shall conclude this account of him with the short and 
elegant character <r\veii by Sir Thomas More. * Ton- 
stallo, ut nemo est bonis literis iiiblrucUor, ueino in vita 
nioi ibusque severior, ita nemo est usquam m convictu 
jucundior.' "f 

An intermarriage with the family of Scargill, oi' Scar- 
gili Castle, in the parish of Barningham, Richmond- 
shire,:!: having added that domain to the Thurland 
Tunstall property, these both continued in the Tunstall 
family for three or four generations. Francis Tunstall 
alienated Thurland Castle, with other large possessions, 
early in the reign of James I. ; when it became, or soon 

» after, the properly of a branch of tlie Girlingtons, a 

* Mr. Tunstall presented Mr. Hutchinson, for his HUtori/ of 
Durham, with the portrait of his ancestor, Bishop Tunstall. The 
original picture is now in the possession of the Rev. James Baine, 
of Durham, who purchased it at tiie sale oi the iiuiiiture of Wycliffe 
HaU, in 1 824, together with the emblazoned coat of arms of Mr. 
Tunstall in thirty-^TO quarterings ; to ivhom I am indebted for die 
loan of the latter for this work, and for sereral particalars noticed 
in these Memoirs. 

•f Whitaker, ii. p. 53. 

^ Viz. of Sir Marmaduke Tunstall, with Mary, daughter and co- 
heiress of Sir Rolicrt Scargill, Knt. He died in 1556,— ilfir, 
stalfi Remarks in NwJiois, wl* vUL p, 323, 
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family since gone to decay and extinct, who held it for 
two generations.^ His son Maimadukc, probably to 
repair his father's improTiclence, married Katherine^ a 
ou-heiress of Wycline» as before stated, and as an 
additional act of prudence, he purchased of Dorothy, the 
other co-heiress, his wife's elder sister, tlie moiety which 
had jointly descended to her. He, liowever, suffered 
severely in CroiiiwcH's time by sequestration, and was 
obliged to compound tor his cstate.f i now come to 
our Mr. Tunstall. 

Marmaduke Tunstall, EJsq. late of Wycliffe, was 
born in 1743. He was the great great grandson of the 
last named Marmaduke Tunstall, the first owner of 
Wycliffe of the name^ and was himself the son of Cuth- 
bert Constable, of Burton Constable, near Hull, Esq. 
by a second marriage with Ely, daughter of (ieorge 
Henneage, of Hainton, Esq. a Catholic family, in the 
county of Lincoln. ITis father, who was the son of 
Francis Tunstall, of W yclifte, Esq. had, in consequence 
of succeeding, in 1718, to the estate of Burton Consta* 
ble, in Holderncss, left him by his maternal unde, Wil- 
liam Constable, Lord Viscount Dunbar^ changed his 
name for that of Constable4 ' Marmaduke was his 
second son (his only one by his second marriage), and 
was born at Burton Constable, then his father's residence. 

In his. early inlancy he lost his father, who died in 
174-7, when he was only four years old. Fortunately 
be was not deprived of the maternal cares of his other 

^ ^ Thurland Caatlc was lately in the possession of the Evelyns, 
of St. Cleer, in Kent, who sold it about 1 7()B."— Jlfr. TumiaUin 
Nichohf ut supra, ** The manor of Thurland was aderwards sold, 
whether immediately T do not know, to the family of Welsh, who 
sold it a^aiii, with the advowson of the Parish Church, to Ijdiles 
North, Ksq. in the last generation." — IVhiL Rich, ii, p. 273, 

f Whit. Rich, in tab. vol. ii. p. 270. — Nichols, v, p. 341. 

t He had previously- Diarried Aniy, daughter of Hugh, 2d. Lord 
Cl]ffi>rd, of Chudldgh in Beronshire, to which fanuly (£e Qiflbrds) 
the estates of Burton Constable and WycUtife have now deBcoujed 
by an entail made by his son, William Constable, Esq. wlio died in 
1791, and who, after his own relations, inserted an tne entail those 
of his mother^A^. «/• Rmne* 
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parent, who must have early instilled into him those prin- 
• ciples of virtue, which marked the conduct of his mature 
years. Under her direction, as his natural guariiian, 
though probably with the concurrence and aid of his 
uocle, wliose heir hQ was to be> he was sent for his edu- 
cat}OQ to the college of Douay in France, where he 
waft always diutin^bbed for mild manners and retired 
and studious habits. At what age he went thei*c^ or 
how loast he remained, I have not been able to ascer* 
tain.* When he was seventeen, he succeeded, ui 1 760, 
to the family estates oi' bcargill, Hutton Long Villers, 
and Wycliffe, by the decease of his uucle, Manuaduke 
Tunstall, Esq. who died a bachelor in his 89th year, and 
who had settled those estates on his brother. Cuthbert 
(our Marmaduke's father), and his issue male by his 
second wife. He then resumed the name of Tunstall, 
as directed by his uncle's deed of settleipent, instead of 
Constable, by which he was born.f Two years after 
coming to his fortune, he lost his mother, who died in 
1762, and thus totally deprived of parental care, with 
an ample fortune, he might easily have fallen a victim 
to the excesses of youth, had not those princij)lc s eonti- 
nued to operate, which had been so carefully inculcated 
in his tender years. An early^formed taste ibr literature 

* t fiiul, liowever, from liis own writings, that he was in London 
in the winter of 17o4~a5— 50, when he was 11 — 13 years old, 
and therefore he did not probably go to FVance until after then.— 
Se^ Tuttstall, M.S. 

f The aforesaid deed of settlement is dated August 21, 1734, 
and recites, that his brother, Cuthbert Constable, had only one son 
by his then late wife, who, upon the death of the said Cuthbert, his 
father, would be entitled to a considerable real estate, by virhte of 
the will of the Hi^ht Hon. W illiani, late Lord Dunbar (viz. the 
estate of Burton Constable), and, that the <5aid Marmaduke Tun- 
stall, tlie uncle, was then seized of a considerable real estnte wliich, 
upon lu.s death, without issue, he hud 5ii;reed to settle upon hi.s said 
brother, and his issue male, by any after-taken wife, such* issue 
taking upon them the name of Tunstali on cowing into possession; 
and also reciting, that the said Marniaduke, the uncle, was not then 
disooscd to marry, but was desirous that his brotlicr should marry 
again for the support of the name and family of the Tunstalis, &c. 
&c. 

C 
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and science supplied the vacancy of leisure, and pre- 
vented the necessity of having recourse to less worthy 
pursuits. When he was only twenty-one, we find him 
elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, in Lion- 
doD, of which he became, by his attention to the sub^ 
ject of antiquities, a worthy and esteemed member* 

After finishing his education, he resided for several 
years in London, in Wellbeck-street. Here it was he 
commenced forming the Museum, where the opportunity 
Was afforded him of procuring subjects in every branch of 
natural history. These were not confined to preserved 
specimens, but he kept un extensive cpllection of living 
animals, particularly birds, which enabled him, as he 
himself observed, ^ to study their habits, manners, and 
oeconomy." It was here that Brown bad theadirantaffe 
of his patronage and coUecdon ; and the names Mr* 
Moon, Mr. Tennant, and others, as collectors of natural 
history, are to be found connected with him at this pe- 
riod. It was (luring this time also, that he considerably 
improved and enlarnred his house at WycliflTe.* In 1776 
he removed there, ou his raarritige with Miss Murkham, 

the daughter and co-heiress of Markham, Esq. 

of Hoxly, in Lincolnshire, which estate was then sold, 
and is now the property of Lord Yarborough. The 
Museum was removed to Wycliffe also, though not 
immediately, nor until he had completed buildings 
suitable to receive it, viz a handsome, large, airy 
room, in the back of the house, much better than that 
in London," wliich was about the vcar 1780 or 1781. 
8()oa after, we find him congratulating himself on tlie 
extent of liis coiiection, whichy with tlie exception of 
Mr. Green's, of Litchfield, and of Dr. Latham's, he 
considers the best, out of London, in the kingdom, at 
least of birds. In a letter to Dr.. Latham, written about 
this time, he says, <^ 1 have, unfortunately, no ornitho- 
logist in my neighbourhood to help me out, nor are 

* These alterations imi^t have been made before or about 1773, 
as Mr. Pennant, in his Tour to liairogate in that ^ear^ speaks of it 
ua a m w house.— ^iifc infru. 
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&kert naturalists of any kind in this country, though the 
clergyman of the parish" (Dr* Zoudi) ^ is a very good 
botanist The history and ceconomy of the horse and 
dog must be excepted, which are scarce known better 
in any part of the kingdom, as also, of the fox. As I 
have not a very strong sight, I cannot always make ont 
satisfactorily the birdb 1 sec in the neighboiii]icx)d. I 
was, froia my earliest years, an ardent pui suer of the 
natural history of birds ; and I am sorry to say, that, 
notwitfistanding I have never desisted prosecuting the 
same favourite study, I find some of my very juv^iie 
observations superior to many made in rqier years.*' 

Mr. Tunstall continued a fipm Calliolic, as his imme* 
diate ancestors had been, notwithstanding the example 
held out to lliem in the history of their presumed pro<» 
genitor, John Wicklifie. But this did not prevent hini 
being on the most iptimate terms with Dr. Zouch, the 
incumbent of Wycliffe, tlie simiharity of whose pursuits, 
in their fondness for Natural History, was a sufficient 
bond of attach inent. This connection was the more 
honourable to ihem both, as Dr. Zouch had succeeded 
tjo the liying of Wycliffe in opposition to Mr« Tunstall* 
He had tieen presented by the University of Cambridge^ 
on the ground of J^r. Tunstall, the patron's personal 
incapacity as a papist. The frmily had made several 
jBonyeyanises of the adyowson, but it was ddubtful whe- 
ther any of them were bond ^fide^ or only in trust. A 
caveat was put in against Dr. Zouch's presentation, and 
he filed a bill in Chancery to compel a disclosure of 
secret trusts ; but Mr. Robinson (the son of the late in- 
cumbent), for whom the presentation was su})}K)sed to 
be intendeci, dying six weeks after his tathcr, the o})po- 
sition was dropped, and Dr. Zouch's presentation took 
effect.* 

♦ Michaelmas Term, 1 7^9.— The University of Cambridge and 
Thomas Zouch filed,their bill against Marmaduko Tunstall, charging 
several deeds to have been made upon private trusts for Paj)iiit8, 
and that the said Marniaduke Tunstail was then seized, but beinc^ a 
Papist, was disabled to present, and by law the said University be» 
(;anie, and were, tiie lawiul patiuiis of tiie cUurtii oi W^^cliflfe fbf 
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Mr. Tiinstnll seems to have been a mobl amiable 
character, hifrhly respected for his Iil)erality and the 
Uiste ot his pursuits, the Ichtiinony of which ih lu be 
found repeatedly in the works of ^Ir. Pennant, and Dr. 
Latham, aiid the letters of Mr. Allao, Mr. WatoOQf 
and others* His attachment to Natuml History must 
have been eariy excited) as his printed tract on British 
BMk waS'published at the age of twenty-ei^t 

The extreme rarity of this treatise of Mr. Tunstall on 
British Birds* (which was not pubHshed for sale) in- 
duces me to nrive in this phirc an analysis of its contents. 
The work is wi itlen in Latin, and consists of four pages 
only of letter-press, in imperial foUo, preceded by the 
tbilovving title; — " Ornit/iologia Britanmcaf seu Avium 
omnium Britannicarum tarn Terrestritm qtuun Aquati- 
earum Caiak^usj Semume Latino^ An^ico, ei GallicQ 
reddiim: cut tid^ficiiur Appendix Ave$ aUtnigenas in 

tbe present term cmlyycnd had etecated a presentotioa unto Tboross 

Zouch, — they, therefore, prayed the aaia several ileeds to be ile* 
clurecl fraudulent and voia, and the presentBtton of Thooias Zouch 

established. 

To this hill answer was p\it in, but the cause never came to issue, 
t)eing abainlonetl by tlio dttendants, and, therefore, Mr. Zouch wap 
instituted and indiictetl. It appears, also, that in Easter Term, 
10th Geo. Ill, John Burduii declared, in a Qua re itmjedU, against 
the Bishop of Chester, the University, and Thomas 2ouch, for the 
last presentation, stating his ti^ to be an assignment from the 
Executors of William Lodge, the Asognee of a deed of the fMt 
July, 1763, but Biu-don also deserted this action. The seven! pre* 
sen tat ions returned by t)i« Bishop of Chester's Secretary are as 
follows : — 

31st May, 1704. — The University of Cambridge, on the death of 
John Chapman, presented Francis Sinalrs. 

In 1731. — Tiie Crown presented Thoaias Robinson, by lapse. - 

Idth Bfay, 1709.— On the death of Thomas Bobinson, the Uni* 
versity of Cambridge, on account Bfr. TunstaU^s disability, dahn- 
ed that term, and presented Thomas Zoiich. 

The foregoing extracts of deeds, I am enabled to make by the 
fiivour of the Eev. John Headlam, the present incumbent of Wy- 
cliffe, to whom, well for several other pointB of information^ 
I am indebted for his liberal conmiunication. 

* I am enabled to give this account of it from a copy of ^h*. 
Tunstall's work, lately presented to the literary and l^iului>ophi<?sl 
^Qci^t^ of JS'cwcabtle, by Mi*. 3rp(;k^tt, 
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Angliam raro advenientes compleciens In tenui labor 
. at tenais non gloria. — Virg. London : Printed Jar the 
author^ htf J, Diacwell^ in St^ Martin's iMie^ 1771. 

At the heftd of the first page is a characteristic print 
of the Water Ouzels male and female, as large as life, 
beautifully engraven by P. Mazcll, from a painting by 
P. Brown, tho author of Jlluslralions of Zoologj/^ which 
Brown iiuist have made iiom the spechiiens in our pos- 
session, as is shewn by the attitudes. Then Ibllows a list 
of British Birds, divided into Four columns, the first con- 
taining the genus, and tiie others the trivial names 
in Latin, Ekigiish, and French, which, as is stated in a 
note^ are taken for tiie most part, the Latin from Liu* 
nsens or Pennant's British Zoology^ and the French 
from Brisson's Omithdogi^. Of Sie species which mi- 
grate, a single or double asterisk marks the vernal or 
autumnal migration. 

In his arrangement he has followetl nearly that of his 
friend Pt nnaiit in his scconci edition of British Z(jologj/^ 
publisiied shordy before, in 1768 and 1769, in three 
volumes, 8vo. witii a volume of illustrations^ in 1770* 
It is as k>Uows:— 

L Aves BritMntds temstres, including Genera, in the ibilow- 

ing order : — Falco, Strix, Lanius, Corvus, Picus, Jynx, Cucuhu, 
Sitta, AlcedP) Pi/rrhocoras, Certhia, Tetrao, Otis, Columbus, 
Turdiis, Sturniis, Alauda, Hirimdo. Motacilla. Loxia, FHnfliUa, 
Emberiza, Parus. 
II. Aves aquaticae. 19 Genera. 

Div. I. Fissipedes. Gen. 1 — 7. viz. Ardcn, Scoiopax, Trii^g^ 
Haematopus, Charadrius, Kallus, GaUnuda, 

Biv. 11. Pedibus pinnatis. Gen. 10. viz. Phataroptu, Fulica, 
CSohrmbus. 

Div. in. Pedibus palniatis. Gen. 11-— 19. viz. Recunrirostra, 
Alca, Meigus, hum. Sterna, ProoeUana, Mecganser, AnaS| 

Pelecanus. 

Appendix. — Aves raro in llritanniaiu advenientes, et quae vix un« 
quain ibi nidificare cogiioscuntiir. ' 

1. Terrestres.— Nutcracker, Roller, Hoopoe, Little Bustard, Bose- 
coloured Ouzel, Chatterer, Hawfinch, Pine Bullfincli, Cross' 
Inll^ Greater Bramblinff or Snow Bird. 

2. Aquaticae. — SpoonUin Crane, Stork, Egrett^ Great lIHiite, 
Hmo, Little Bittern, Red Sfuidpiper. 
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On the above composition the following remarks oc- 
cur: — Though LiniiiiiLis's twelfth edition of Systema 
Natures had been published four years before Mr. 
TunstalPs work, he has ?;]^ewD considerable freedom of 
opinion in his adoption of genera. Amongst these are 
found PyrrhocoraXf GaUinula^ and P/uUarcpus, three 
^nera which have been ad<^ted by mbSera systema- 
tists.^ I^rrkocarojp is mentioned by Ray as tbe trivial 
name of the Cornish Chough. Gallinula, as a genas 
he took from Ray also;* and Phalaropus from 
Brisson. It is worthy of notice, that Mr. Tunstall 
preceded Latham and Cuvier in the use of these generic 
terms; though the credit of their adoption is given 
by Temminck to his more c()|)ious followers. He also 
adopted Mergus from Brisson tor the Divers, in which 
he included die GuiliemotSi or Uriae of Brisson; and 
Merganser for the Goosanders. 

Besides this testimony of the learning, of Mr. Tim* 
stall, there is suiBcient reason in the notices of the leuned 
fnendi, with whom he corresponded and held commu- 
nication, amongst whom was Linnaeus himself, to justify 
the opinion of his attuinments. He was elected a Fel- 
low oi tlie Antiquarian Society of London, in 1764, and 
of the Royal Society, ITTT.f 1 have been able to find 
only one paper of his writuig in the transactions of the 
latter jSociety,^ which is an account of lunar rainbows, 
an uncommonly rare phenomenon,^ three of which, in 
one year, he was an eye witness of. The first was seea 
27th February, 1782, at Greta Bridge^ Yorkshire^ be- 
tween seven and eight at night, and appeared in tolera^ 
bly distinct colours, similar to a solar one, but more 
faint : the orange colour seemed to predominate. It 
happened at full moon, at which Lime alone they are 
said to have been always seen* Though Aristotle is sai4 

* Rail Av. p. 40, 113. 
■f- Nichols viii. p. 473. 
t See P/iil. Tram, 1783. 

} The same was, however, witnessed in tjiis neighbourhood, on 
Saturday evenmg, ^5th November, 18^, which was seen by rnaayt 
^See yeweasue Chrowide. 
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to have observed two, nud some others have been seen 
by Snellius, &c. I can only find two described with any 
.accuracy, viZi one by Plot, in his Histojy of Oxfordshire^ 
6een by him in 1675, though without colours; the 
other, seen by a Derbyshire gentleman at Glapwel), 
near Chesterfield^ described by Thoresby, and inserted 
in No* 831 9 of the Philosophical Transactions^ This 
was about Christmas, 1710, and said to have had all 
the colours of the Iris Solaris. Tlie night was windy, 
and though there was a drizzling rain and dark cloud, in 
which the rainbow was reiiected| it proved afterwards a 
light frost." 

Two others were afterwards seen by Mr. Tunstali ; 
One oti July SOf of the same year, which lasted about a 
quarter of an hour, without colours. The other, which 
appeared on Friday, October 18, was perhaps the 
inost extraordinary one of the kind ever seen. It lasted 
from nine o'clock until two of the morning, and exhi- 
bited all die brilliant colours of a solar rainbow, thou<ih 
somewhat fainter. No lunar Iris that I ever heard or 
read of lasted near so long as this, either with or with- 
out colours. It is a singular circumstance, tliat three 
of these phenomena siiould have been seen in so short a 
time in one place, as they have been esteemed ever since 
the time of Aristotle, who is said to have been the first 
observer of them, and saw only two in fifty years ; and 
since, by Plot and Thoresby, almost the only two Eng- 
lish authors, who have spoke of them, to be exceeding 
rare. They seem evidently to be occasioned by a re- 
fraction in a cloud or turbid atmosphere ; and, in gene- 
ral, are indications of stormy and rainy weather : so bad 
a season as the late summer having, I believe, seldom 
occurred in England."* 

This is all the communication made by Mr. Tunstali 
to the Royal Society, though in one of his unpublished 
letters he proposes to transmit another paper shordy, 
which, firom tlie date^ he was probably prevented doing 
by his death. There are some corrections of his for a 

* Tunstsll in PhU. Tram^ iU tupra, — See also G^fU. Mag, Ibr 
178S, where is an aooount of anotner. 
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future edition of Caindeu's Briiannia^ inserted in 
Nichok' Ldteraty Anecdotes^ vol viii. p. 321. 

It was at once honourable to the head and heart of 
Mr. Tanstall, that, though of very retired habits, he 
was on intimate terms with men of the most amiable 
and learned characters. Of these the Rev. Daniel Wat^ 
son. Rector of Middleton Tvas, was not the least deser- 
ving. I extract from Mr. Watson's letters to Mr. 
Allan the foiiowinff remarks relatiow to Mr Tunstall: — 

o o* 

** May 11, 1784. — He writes with some glee of the Antiquary 
Society being in a flourishing state, and of the Earl of Leicester 
becoming President, and the Duke of Montague and our present 
Premier (Mr. Pitt), lately becoming members in the illu;>Lrious 
crowd. And then he goes on to ask me if I would choose to be 
one ; and says, he should be happy to be my godfather ; and pays 
me a profusion of compliments I am no way entitled to* I pay as 
little regard to feathers as most men, and yet I would, on no ac« 
count, aSfroiit so valuable a friend. 

" He is commenced politician ; and thinks taking silks, wines, 
and oils from France, on n preference Ln\ en to our woollen and 
hardware, would be advantageous. The iSpital Fields manufac- 
turers and the Portuguese would l)e the only suiferers. The former 
might be better employed^ and the latter urc an ungratci ui people. He 
do^ not like the talk of lowering the dutws on such pemidous 
liquors as tea, and increasing the tax on windows."* D. W. 

" Jtme 3^ 1784.* He has again named the Society. I told him, 
that, except sometimes stumbling upon the true reading of a Ro« 
man inscription or coin, I had no knowledge of any thing else that 
was antique, and was so laz}', that I should only be a disgrace to 
my godfather. T am, indeeil, under great obligations to hiui. He 
sent me two ma.^sv \ olun)es in French lately, which have been very 
entertaining. 1 reiuarked to him, on Butiou*s Supplement, ' that 
an Englishman would express himself full as much to his purpose 
in one page, as a Frenchman does in three ; and, that what run off 
and pleased in French, would be fulsome circumlocution and tau- 
tology in English !' His answer is, * your remarks on the French 
language are extremely just. The expressive conciseness and energy 
of English is the most preferable ; vet there is something very fas- 
cinating in the elegant, though diffuse, style of the French. The 
Enc:lish is sometimes chargeable with, * i)um breins esse volo, abucu- 
rus jio: " D. W. 

♦ Mr. Tunstall here discovers a scintillation of our present liberal 
policy ; and has the credit of projecting ideas in Political ^Economy, 
as well as in Natural History, which have been subsequently adopted* 
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This amiable man did not long continue to be an or- 
nament to society and a benefactor to bis ncii^libom hood. 
Probably sedentary habits had induced a tcM]i{>erauient, 
unfavourable to long life- He died suddenly on the 
11th Oct. 1790y in his 48th year, and was buried in the 
chaneel of his own church of Wyclifife, on the 18th. 
No mooumental inacription has as yet been placed in 
the church to his memory, though often talked of. The 
oiJy local record of respect is to be found in the church 
regiiitery where, after the entry of his buriid, is added, 

" Mult is ille bonis Jlebilis occiditf 
NulUJlebilior guam mikiJ* T* Z." 

— A tribute of affection from his friend Dr« Zouch, by 
whom he was miich esteemed. 

A letter of Mr. Watson's to Mr. Allan thus describes 
the event : 

Of/. 17, 1790. — Dear Sir, — You would be shocked at the sndden 
loss of our good and vahiable friend, Mr, Tun stall. On Tutsday I 
had a letter, by the order oi' Mrs. Tunstall, informing me of it. It 
wan only 011 the Fiiday evening before, that he wrote me a kind and 
long letter, asking us to dine before bis old friend Joe left us^ This 
letter was the last action of bia life; and In it he gave an instance of 
strong friendship for my family^ by telliqg Horace to make use of 
his name to Captain Gell, if he went on board his ship, saying how 
intimate he and the Captain were at Sir Harry Hnnlokc's. I wish- 
ed to pay c\ tribute to his memory, but know not wliether 1 am not 
precluded by some friend of hia in some of the Newcastle papers. 

D. W. 

Though posthumous eulogies are not always penned 
in the language of truth, the following characters of Mr* 
Tunstall, which are given by Dr. Whitaker and Mr. 
Nichols, 9S drawn by the hand of friendship, bear the 
internal evidence pf correctness. They are, besides, not 
inelegant pieces of composition, and I inseft them, as 
they will, at least, furnish a better account of his habits 
aud opinions than I am able to procure elsewhere. 

Char act 67' of Mar/jicuhike Tunstall, Esq. of JVi/cltffe 
Hall, supposed to be wi ittcii by the late Dr. Zouch. 
<'On the nth Oct. 1790, died at WycUffe Hall, 



♦ Horace, lib. i. car. >i4, 1. 1>, 
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Miirmaduke Tunstall, Esq. F. R. and A. SS. The 
death of this truly amiable gendeman cannot be enourir 
regretted. In the priVaqr of an degant retirement he 
was a most munificent patron of learning, being ever* 
ready to encourage and reward merit. His knowledge 
was uncominonly extensive. In a clear comprehension 
of every branch of Natural History he particularly ex- 
eellecl. He corresponded with most of the learned men 
of his country, and with many foreigners of distinguished 
character in the republic of letters. The celebrated 
Linnaeus honoured him with smgular re^j^atd* No hour 
of the day was bv him appropriated to frivolous dissipa- 
tion. His mind was always active always engaged in 
the research of useful truth. Great as his literaiy abOi* 
ties were, he was possessed of more valuable accomplish- 
ments, — a sweet affability of disposition, an engaging 
urbanity of manners, and enlarged liberality of thought. 
The words of passion and resentment never dropped 
from his lips ; lie was all mildness and benevolence. 
His deeds of charity were many ; he was literally the 
poor man's friend."* 

** Character of the above M, Tiinstall^ Esq. by the late 
Rev. D. Watson^f Sector of Middleton Tyas. 

<<On Mondajr, llth day of October, 1790, died at 
Wyclifie Hall, in Yorkshire, the ancient seat of the 

£imily of Tunstall, Marmaduke Tunstall, Esq. after 
only two hours* illness, which makes the blow more se- 
verely felt by his afflicted lady, whose constant and 
affectionate attention to him, together with a taste like 
his own for retired life, rendered them perfectly happy 
in each other. Had it not been for this predilection for 
retirement, their suavity of manners and cheerful pdite 
conversation would have been a great acquisition 
society. 

He was F* R. and A* & and was honoured with 

• Whit. Jlidl. iL p. 87. 

J This Gompontion Is attributed by 19iehoIs to Rev. Dr. Pegge> 
apparently correctly so, as in a letter of Mr. Watson's he acU 
verts to Dr* P* uadeitakiiig it.— iSSf# Xi^ Aiu vm, pp. 341| 
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tlie correspondence of many di'^tiDguIshed literary clia* 
ractei's both at home and al)roa<l. He has left a noble 
library, many of the b<)t>k.s of the best editions, and very 
scarce and curious. His verv lar^re collection of fine 
and valuable prints does eqiiiil honour to liis good taste ; 
and such was the pleasure he took in the study of Natural 
History and Antiquities, that tew private gentlemen are 
in possession of a Ikluseum containing so large a collec- 
tiotti especidly of the feathered race^ or of so rich a 
ctbin^ of antiques. 

He was a steady Roiwan Catholic ; but always spoke 
"with great respect of the Ciiurch of England. Nor was 
he an enemy to any society of Cliristians, whose prin- 
ciples me not inimical to the British constitulion, which 
he loved aud revered ; but could jiot help expressing his 
hopes and wishes for a time» when he thought it might 
still be improved by holding out its blessings to all, who 
should from the heart pledge themselves to be faithful 
to it. He was a friend to establishments in religion^ 
but a warm advocate for a general toleration* He spoke 
with abhorrence of religion being taken up as the livery 
of a party. He lanieiiled the progress of infidelity 
both iiiiK)iigst Protestants and Catholics, and especially 
amongst the latter of the higher orders in France and 
Italy, which he attributed to a neglect of the scriptures, 
and to a preference given to metaphysics and iiimsy 
systems of philosophy* 

His morals were the morals enforced bv our com« 
mon Lord and Saviour, in the Sermon on the Mount* 
He was a friend to merit in distress, however distttit the . 
object. And, it is hard to say, whether his domestics, 
his tenants, or the poor, will inust laincnt his death. 
In a word, this excellent man believed wliat he pro- 
fessed, and acted upon principle ; and though his mode 
of faith was in many articles different IrOiin mine, may 
my soul be with his* 

" A CLERGYMAN 
Of the Church of England."* 

* Whit. Rick. a. p. 38. — Nichols, viii. 473. — For another short 
character of Mr, Tunbtall^ tee Gent* M^. for 1790^ vol. Ix. p. 
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In addition to these evidences of the merits of Mr. 
Tunstall, I cannot resist subjoining the bliort, but sii ik- 
inrr testimony of Dr. Whitaker : and we have only to 
regret, that he did not live to luihi the intention tlierein 
expressed of a detailed account of Mr« Tunstall, \^hich 
bis style and acquaintance with the sul^ect would hsTe 
rendered doubtless highly interesting. 

The deecents of wh manor/' says the author, in his 
account of Wycliffe, are regularly traced in the an^ 
nexed pecligree. But the promiscuous and undistin* 
guishing coniniemoratlon oi a pedigree is for ordinary 
men. The Lite amiable man and excellent naturalist, 
Mr. Tunstall, is entitled to a particular memorial, which 
will be given in the appendix to this volume."* 

Mr. Tunstall having died without issue left botli his 
estates to his half brother, Wm. Constable, £8q. ot 
Burton Constable, who survived him only six months, 
and who left all his property to his nepnew Edward 
and Frands Sheldon, Esqrs. in succession. The fermer 

* The work of Dr. Whitak«r« to which I a» gresdy ladfbteil, 

tnenls a particular notice in this place. It is entitled, A BQstory 
of Richmondshire, in the North Riding of York; together with 
those parts of the Fvenvickshire of Domesday, whicn, form the 
wapentakes of Lonsdale, Ewerross, and A mundemess, in the coun- 
tieb of York, Lancaster, and Westmoreland. By the late Thomas 
Dunham Whitaker, LL, P., F, R. A., Vicar of Whalley, and of 
Blackburn, in Lancashire. Printed for Longman & Co., London ; 
and RoUnson and Hemaman, Leeds, 18^'* In 2 vols, folio, on 
demy paper, 251. 4s. ; royal paper, with proof impressions of plates, 
601. 88. 

This work is illustrated with 45 plates, engraved in the yery best 
style of the art, by 18 of the first engravers, from beautiful drawings 
by J, M, W. Turner, Esq. R. A., and ^fr. Buckler ; and with nu- 
merous wood cuts of castles, forts, ami antiquities, by Mr. Branston. 
It includes the History and Antit^uities of an interesting district, 
holden formerly under one conunon Lord, where, in theur magnificent 
castle, whidi they built on the Swale, the Earls of Blchmoml held 
splendid courts, andmuntained a port little inferior to that of royalty, 
until the title mereed into royalty itself in the person of Henry VII., 
son of Margaret, the celebrated Countess of RicbmoTKl. It was re- 
vived by James I. in the person of his kinsman, Stuart, Duke of 
Lennox, but heconiini; again extinct in 1672, passetl once more by 
invebiiture into blood royal in the present family ui Lennox, 
descended im Gfaartca II, 
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on coming into possession of Wycliffe in 1791, sold 
the Museum, library, and pictures. Mr. Allan was 
the purchaser of the Museum, and Mr. Todd, of York, 
bookseller, of the books.* , On their deadi without issue 
male, the estates were entailed' to the Clifibrds of Tixall 
in Staffordshire^ a youQjffer branch of Lord C3iffi>rd's 
family, from which family Mr. Constable himself was 
descended by h is rnoiher's side.f In pursuance of this 
entail, the estates of Scargill and Wycli(Fe, together with 
that of Burton«Constablc, passed in 1821, to Sir Thos. 
Clifford, of Tixal, who took the name of Constable. This 
Sir Thomas Constable was originally Mr. Clitlbrd, of 
Tixal, and he was created a baronet in 1814, at the 

Siecial request of the late King of Fiance, on his leaving 
ngland, to whom he bad paid great attention during 
his rendence here* On his death, the estates descended 
to his son, the present owner, Sir Thomas Aston Clif- 
ford Constable, who is a minor. It appears, tiicrdo re, 
that tlio family, now possessing the Wycliffe estate, does 
not inherit tlie blood either of the Constables, Tiinstalls, 
or Wycliffes. The Scargill estate has accompanied the 
Wycitfie ever since Marmaduke Tunstail, of the former 
place« married the daughter and co^heiress of William 
WyclifiTe, of Wycliffe. 

Mr. Tunstairs lady lived with him at Wyctifie tillhb 
death in 1790, in a very secluded state. During her 
widowhood she resided in difierent religious houses ; at 
one period at Cocken, in the County of Dui hain, and 
she died at Sales House, near Shiptua Mallet, iu 

♦ Mr. Todd sold the books jointly with some other libraries, by a 
catalogue published in 1795. — See Kkhols^ Lit, An, vol, viii. j». 7o3. 

f See the conaexion of the fiunilies of Constable anil OUfonl 
in the annexed table. The present noble fiunily of Cliflbrd is a 
vpuqgv surviving branch of the Clifotts, whose aaeeator, Fits- 
Ponz, came in with the Conqueror, descended from a common an- 
cestor (Roger, Lord de Clifford, temp. Bic. II.) with the elder 
branch, the late Karls of Cumberland, who, with their ancestors, 
were Lords ot the manors of Hart imd Hartlepool for three centu- 
ries. See 8ir Cuth. Sharp's Hijst. of HaHlepooi, p. 21 — 4.5, with a 
table of pedigree of the elder branch of Clifford. The chict seat of 
the preaent Lord CSIffinrd la at Ug()rook^ near Chudleigh, in the 
county of Devon. 
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Sonierseu(iire> in October, 1835f baying «arvived her 
husband 35 years. 

The description of the residence of Mr. Tunstall I 
extract as follows : — 

The beauties of Teesdale are nearly concentrated in 

the three contiguous parishes of Brignall, Rokeby, and 
Wjcl-ife. 

WyclifFe is the "Clillby the Water" an etymology 
strikingly adapted to the character of the place. 1 ew 
situations of a retired character can surpass those of the 
Manor-House, the parsonagei and the church of Wy- 
diScf in which all the unmeaning features of a level 
country are completely excluded, while the eye is limited 
to the banks of the Tees, which have not yet ceased to 
be deep and precipitous, and brows hung with native 
and luxuriant woods, which are only interrupted by 
masses of rock.*** 

Mr. Pennant thus writes. "About half ;i mile froiu 
Greta Bridge, on tlic Tees, is Wycliffe, a new house, 
belonging to my worthy and respected friend, Marma* 
duke Tunstall, Esq. of the parish of the same name* 
The celebrated John Wycliffe, the proto-reformer, took 
his name from this places being that of his birth. He 
bravely withstood the incroachments of the mendicant 
orders, at length attacked the tenets of the church of 
Rome, and had the good fortune to die in peace in 
1384^; leaving his bones for his adversaries to wreak 
their revenge on, 42 years after, by taking theiu up and 
burning them to ashes." — PennarU's Tour Jrom Alston 
Moor to Harrogate in 1773, 7? . 4-4. 

Mr. Tunstall's own description is as follows ; — 
My house is beautifully situated on the banks of the 
Tees, a romantic rocky river dividing this county from 
the Bishoprick of Durham, sometimes nearly destitute 
of water, and perhaps the very next day, rolling a rapid 
stream, breaking against the rocks, and rising in billows 
like a tempestuous sea. I am, you see, consequently on 
tlie nonhern verge of Yorkshire, about nine miles North 

« Whit. TiiL p. 897. 
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West from Richiiidiidi aiid about four South East from 

Barnard- Castle in Bisboprick of Durham. — Mr. Th 

Lettet' to Mr» Latham^ M, S, 

I shall cTose my account of Mn Tunstall with' the 
following original letters of his, which have not been 

before publfsned, furnished me by Mr. Bewick ; and I 
take the oppurtujiity of adding also three letters tiom 
Mr. Pennant to Mr. Bewick, as not uninteresting to the 
student, of Natural History. 

r 

Mes^rr,. BeUhy and Bemck^ 
Gbntlembn, 

I duly received your's of the Slst ult., as alao the prints for tbe 
Lapland Tour,* which demand my grateful thanks ; think them very 
finely executed, especially the birds, which are not peculiar only to 
the high northern latitudes ; the Kader is undoubtedly the Wood- 
Groose of Pennant, the Cock of the Wood of most authors, and 
lately, at least, existing in tlic highlands of Scotland, and called in 
the Gaelic or Erst tongue, Cupei callev', is still found in several parts 
of France, Germany, Switsetiand, &c»; the One Is undoubtedly 
our Blad^ Cock, though the tail is more ciuled than usiially found 
in ours, probably an accidental variety, most likely the ejects of 
age, as in those wild parts, they frequently arrive to a greater ; 
have heard obser\'cd here by sportsmen, that tlie tail grows more 
curled by age; the Inorypn is, I think, undoubtedly the Scotch 
Ptarmigan ; the Hierpe 1 am not so^cl^ur about, but am apt to think 
it the Ptarmigan in its brown plumage. 

^ 1 approve of your idea of putting the ChiUingham bull and cow 
Into one plate^ and that a copper one. I should like to have about 
nxty impressions taken off and sent me with the plate, whenfinished, 
together with your account, which I will immediately dkcfaarge the 
amount of. Am glad you like the box engraving, it was intended 
for a cut in Anosto or T'nsso, and probal)!y all in that edition were 
done in the same manner. The sooner you can compleat and send 
me the plate and impressions, the more you will oblige, 

Grentlemen, 
Your obedient and very humble servant, 

MAR. TUNSTALL. 

Wyclife, 6, 1788. 

* This refers to *^ Consett's Tour through Sweden^ Smeduh Lap^ 
landy Finland^ and Denmark^ in 1 7^^, matle in company with Sir 
Henry George Liddell, Bart, the account of which is printed in a thin 
4to. volume by R. Cluistopher, Stockton, in 1789, with engravings 
by Mr. Bewick and his partner, Mr. Beilby. It contains three plates 
of thelwrds referred to by Mr. Tunstall, found at Tornao, in Lap- 
l8nd» and one of the miIii deer» with fiewa of the uddidlg^t setting 
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Am much obliged to you for the impressions you sent me, whicti 
are very well executed; the lion has a fine dfect m his shaegy pride; 
the bear is very ciirlousy I never saw the figure of it betwe/ Am 
also obliged to you for the account of tSt wDd cattle, at Mr. 
Leigh's, of Lyme, have been told they were at Mr. Leigh's of 
High-Leigh, also in Cheshire, hut on enquiry found it a mistake. — 
The cuts for me bei; may be clone in the manner you think will have 
the best ^ect. Have no objection to what you propose tor tiie 
lates being made use of in a particular account of them ; but as I 
ave collected many anecdotes about them, most of which I have 
ah«ady communicated to vou, and hope to be able to procure more, 
propose making up a small memoir, to send to Sir Joseph Banks, 
the President of the Royal Sodetyf of which I am a member, ivhicli 
probably may be ready for the next winter, and should be sorry it 
should be anticipated by the publication you mention; but iwer 
that^ it is of no import m\ce. Remain 

Your obliged humble servant, 

MAK. TUNSTALL. 

IVyclife, Feb. 11, 1789. 



CrSlfTtSMEN, 

T duly received the six impressions of the Chillingham bull, on 
▼eilum, they were rather relaxed and a iittie rumpled in the com- 
ing ; the figure is wdl aograved, and has mudi expressioni would . 
hm^ I think, fifty impresnons taken of( half with and half without 
die border, all on strong good paper; should be glad to have printed 
under them, Btiil of the anctent Caledonian breeds now at ChiU 
linghavi Castlcj Nor ihnmhn land. I understood by your last, that 
both bull and cow were to be in one plate, which would have 
made the expense much less ; can say nothing about the cow, till I 
know the price of this engraving, which I desire you will send me, 
aii also of the specimens taken o^', both on vellum and paper, which 
I will then send a note for the payment of. Remain tiu then 

Oentleinen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

MAR. TUNSTALL. 

WydiS^, Jvly Id, 1789. 

When will your work on ouadnipeda be compleated? On again 
looking at the engraving, I think the shading of the muzde rattier 
too faint, and there seems to be a white line stra^ht down from the 
aunith ; but this last may proi»bly have happened in the taking ol^ 
though observablo in all| ean it be meant to shew the foam? 

sun at Tornao, the entrance into Upsal, ant! portraits of Sighre and 
Ameiay two Lapland women brought to England by the tourists, and 
sent back " in comparative opulence to their native mountains by 
3ir H. Liddeli. It is a work in some demand firom its rarity. 
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MR. PENNANT TO MR. BEWICK. 
Sir, JJnirnwn^ Feb, 13, 1708. 

I am greatly flattered by your present, signified in your favour of 
the 1st inst. I am the more happy, as report hatl j^ut an end to all 
your labours : long luay they be continued to )our einolujnent as 
they are to tiie high gratificatioti of the curious. A few prints of 
^our birds fell into my hands, which gave me great pleasure. I 
never expected to hear more of them. I am at a loss to shew my 
gratitude. \^ onUl two or three non-descripts, by Moses Giiffith, 
be acceptable for your second volume? I would send them with 
pleasure^ How am I to <:ct them to you at present ? Pray send 
me 'a c oninion volume of the new edition of your 1st vol. I feel 
now the weight of years and ill health ; both which, I trust, to heiu* 
up against, as a maa. Long may you flourish according to your 
deserts. 

If mv old friend, Mr. Allan, is in h&n^f pray forward to him tbe 
inclosed, by- post. If not, please eommit it to the flamea. 
J am, with true esteem. Sir, 

Your much obliged humble servant, 

THO. PENNANT. 

On recollection, my .non>descripts are exotics. But, perhaps, 
any specimens of Moses Griffith's still may be acceptable. Do you 
know a linnet smaller thnn the common, heml and breast darker 
than usual, black spot under lower numdible, cross line of yellow 
across the greater coverts of win^^s, bill yellow; called TMortijf 
/jinnet, in Yorkshire, found near Masham. The Twite ? 



Sir, Downing^ June 28, 1 798, 

1 am uneasy at your silence in respect to my offer of shewing my 
gratitade for your magnificent present of the Ist vol. of your History 
Birdt, I must insist on your acceptance of aome token of the 
sense I have of the hvour, I sent last week a copy of my Bi$idty 
of London, the best edition, to Mr. White, bookseller. Fleet-street, 
to be delivered to your order. May it prove smne amusement to 
you. I am greatly disappointed at not receiving some account of 
my friend, Mr. Allan. I hope you will indulge me with letting me 
know how he is. I am, 

Your obliged humble servant, 

THO. PENNANT. 



Sir, Dtnumngi Aug, 20, 17^8. 

I will endeavour to get Moses to dmw his portrait, and if I Suc- 
ceed, will send it in a frenk. If possible, introduce into your book 

all the birds omitted in mine, w hicfi will make yours a perfect work. 

Pray, who makes the paper for your great paper copy of hirds, 
and how iniich a ream is it I want to make a small couipiimea- 
tary work to a deceased friend. 

Your sincere well wisher, 

THO. PENNANT. 

£ 
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OF 

GEORGE ALLAN, ESQ. F. S. A. 

EXTRACTED AND COMPILED FROM NICHOLS* LITERARY 
ANECDOTES, VOLS. VI. AND VIII. 



The late Mr. George Allan, the subject of these me- 
moirs, was the eldest son of Mr, James Allan, of Grange, 
near Darlington, (" a good lawyer, and very accurate 
antiquary,") who had succeeded to that estate, in 1785, 
by the demise of his cousin. Miss Ann Allan. She was 
the last surviving descendant of the line of her father, 
George Allan, who built the house at Grange, about 
1710. The amiable qualities of this lady have already 
been eulogized in print, and justify in this place the re- 
insertion of her praises. " Her memory is so much 
and so deservedly revered at Darlington," writes the 
present Mr. G. Allan, " that the portrait hangs over 



Digitized by Google 



28 



MEMOIRS OF 



the cbimiiey-piece of every respectable parlour in the 
place/** 

George Allan, Esq. of whom we write^ was born 7th 
June, 1736. He possess^ a strong and active mind; 
and, independently of the proper studies of his profes- 
sion (the law), which he never neglected, paid very great 
attention to Antiquities and Genealogical researches* 
In Heraldry, particularly, he had acquired so very eip 
Iraordinary a degree ui skill, that in 1163 he had se- 
rious thoughts of publishing an elaborate copper-plate 
Peerage ; for which, he actually circulated proposals ; 
but, after engraving, at least, one large piat^ (partly 
deterred by the prospect of the hazard and expense, and 
partly from two similar works having been about the 
same time entered into by Mr. Jacob and Mr. Edmon- 
ston^) be declined the undertaking.^ 

From a congeniality of pursuits, he soon became 
acquainted with tlie late Ralph Bigland, Esq. (at 
that time S()nierset Herald and Registrar, afterwards 
Garter King nt Anns,) and with Isaac Heard, Esq. 
(then Lancaster Herald, alterwards 8ir Isaac Heard^) 
who assisted, as Carter King at Arms, at the ceremony 

* The following character was exbiliited in the country napeis 
soon after her death :— ^ On Sunday last, Oct. 16, 1785, died, at 

her seat, the Grange, near Darlington, most deservedly lamented 
Mrs. Ann Allan, a maiden LhIv, in the 68th year of her nc:e. Se- 
vere is the blow society in general must feel, and the poor in par- 
ticular, by the loss of so distinguished a character. Her household, 
always at miity in itself, not no inirch from the conuniind ot tftc 
aiistre^^i, an (t orn the iniiucnce of a ^jer;:3uasiv e example, exhibited 
an mBtructive lesson ' of piety and virtue. Possessed of an ample 
^rtune^ she dispensed blessings to all around her. Pope*s man of 
Ross built *A church and an alms-house. Mrs. Allan^s duokies weipe 
more extenshre; many of them public and open ; more secret and 
silent ; nor were they coniined to sect or party, or to her own neigh- 
bourhood. Wherever she heard of misery and distress, though at 
some hundred miles distance, her heart and hand were open to al- 
leviate them ; and in sucii numberless instances, that it may be truly 
said of her, that she fed the himgry, cioathed the naked, and caus^ 
the widow's iieart to sinfr lor joy !** A monun^ent was erected m 
Darlington church, by ,Mr, Allan, to her memory and that of her 
sister, and las wife ; and her portrait, as abof6 referred to, was also 
published by hhn, of which a copy is now placed in thie Museum.** 
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of the coronation of his present Majesty^ in 1820, but 
who is since deceased. His iCurrespondeDce with those 
gentlemen was on all sides mutually communicative and 
instructive ; and, In 1764, on a vacancy of the office of 
Richmond Herald, Mr. , AUan was very handsomely in* 
vited to accept it ; an ofifer which he as handsomdy de- 
clined, though not without exciting, on account of the 
offer, the envy of Mr. EdmondhLon, who hucceeded to 
the situation, which, however, he held only two months. 
He was also in communication about tluh lime, on the 
subject of antiquitiesy with the Countess Dowager of 
Stfliford, by whom he seems to have been highly 
esteemed.* 

On the 24th September, 1766, Mp. Allan added con- 
siderably to his comforts, and to his property, by a mar- 
riage with Anne, the only child of Mr. James Colling 
"Nicholson, of Scruton, in Yorkshire. By this lady he 
had six children, who, with their children, are the pre- 
sent representatives of the family. She dinl in 1787, 
aged 46, and " a better woman never breathed which 
is the honourable testimony of her son's filial piety. 

In or about the year 1768, Mr. Allan commenced 
his typographical labours ; in which he bad in view the 
two-told purpose of printing occasionally his leases and 
other papers relative to his profession, and of amusing 
himself by multiplying at an easy rate, any curious ob- 
jects in Antiquities or Biography, that struck his fancy ; 
all of which, from the small number of copies that were 
taken off, have long since become libri rarissimL He 
first commenced with a small folding press, of the size 
of one page, with which the tract on Gateshead Hos- 
pital (consisting of only 50 copies) was nearly all printed. 
He next had a frame made for holding four quarto 
pages, and sent the paper, ready damped, to be worked 
off by a printer in the town. With this, the tracts on 
Greatliam and SIki burn Hospitals were printed; and 
it is curious to observe, that the proofs scarce ever stood 
in need oi correctiuni he being himself not only the 

^ See their Lettm in Nichols, vol. vtti. n, 708 et seq. 
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compositor, but the distributor of the types when the 
form was broken up. Not so, when, sonietiiue after- 
wards, procuring a press from London, he hired a potn: 
fellow of the name of Smith, as his demi^ whom he re- 
tained, after aasifiting him in businefls, out of motives of 
humanity; but who was the perpetnid cause cf trouble 
and anxie^ to him, from the duly manner in which he 
kept the forms, and the filthy state in which he dis- 
tributed tlie tvj^es. He was at last dismissed,* having 
V become shamefully addicted to cock-figliting, a vice very 
prevalent in the county, and which his master, mucn 
to his honour, held in the greatest abhorrence* Th& 
amusement of printing was afterwards carried on by the 
assistance of a relation ; and Ihe correction of the press 
was latterly the only T)art he performed. Independoit 
of the Antiquarian Tracts, and the litde performances 
for his fnends, a great variety of fiigitive satirical pieces 
were printed, particularly election squibs. He printed 
also copies of the Family Wills, and he once intended 
to have printed all the Title-deeds of his estates, which 
would certainly have been a labour of litde use or profit. 
His last intention was to have printed a catalogue of his 
Museum, which, by the manuscript preparations for it, 
would have been very amusing ; and it is to be lament- * 
ed, that he did not execute it After his death, the 
press and materials were sold to a printer of the town, 
without the knowledge of his successor, which he re- 

Aniongst his good customers (for he printed ^ra^iS^, 
was Thomas Pennant, Esq. the celebrated naturalist 
and traveller ; to whom he was £rst introduced through 
the medium of Bishop Egerton, in 1775. This was in- 
troductory to a firiendly and valuable correspondence, 
which lasted from this date to nearly that of each others 
deaths, a period of above 28 years.f 

* In 1779j sf^c Letters, Nichols, p. 743. 
•|* An extensive collection of the letters are preserved and pub- 
lished by Mr. Nichols, extracts from which, as connected with this 
subject, are plact^d at the end of these Meiiioirs. It is remarkable, 
that they contain on either side ao little matter relative to Natural 
History, to which they were both so attached ; and which occasions 
HuMe e&tncts to be the more meagre. 
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Mr. AUdb WW not mord tbmd printing thm of 
transcribing. When a boy at ichooli ho bad his ffo- 
raee interUpved ; and be tramcribod the whole of Fran- 
cis's translation, in the neatest hand-writing. Not a 
blot 01 correction is to be seen throughout the whole. 
1 he 8vo. edition of Clarke's Homers Iliad he also em- 
bellished with Pope's translation. 

In 1775, Mr. Allan became possessed, by his deaths 
of Mr. Randall's MSS.* which induced him to turn his 
thoughts towards a History of the County Palatine 
Durham^ for which he circulated his address aiid 
queries;'' but soon rdinquidied his plan in fiivonrof 
Mr. Hutchinson, to whom he becBRie a most noiidiiOMi 
aod very excellent assistant and patron. 

Mr. Hutchinson acknowledged the generous access to 
his library, with the use of five large MS. volumes of the 
parochial history, arranged and digested by himself 
besides innumerable collections from various authorities 
and records ; with charters) seelsy coins^ and other antU 
qjok&dB, and for many curious and valuable pedigreesi 
plates, &C. N<v is it any discredit to Mr. Hutdiinion'e 
industry to say, that it proceeded under the guidance of 
Mr. Allan's judgment. The work," in fact, (to use 
Mr. Allan's own words) " was undertaken at his instiga- 
tion and importunity, he furnishing a variety of MbS. 
and printed collections unarranged and undigested; and 
Mr. Hutchinson did accordingly compo:»e and writ% 
and was solely the author of the work." Mr. Hutcbin* 
son, in the Histari/ of Durham^ vol. iii. p. 195, says, 

In the way from Darlington to Blackwell, you pass 
the Orange^ on an elevated situation, with i| S. & amct,' 
long eminently distinguished as the seat of benevolence 
and the virtues; ostentatious monuments arc not dis- 
played here; rural beauties and simplicity are maiataioed 
as the chief graces of this pleasant place.'' 

* These were 20 MS. volumes, in 4to. relating to antiquities of 
the counties of Duriiam and Northumberland, bequeathed to him 
by will, dated 1774, by the Rev. T. Randall, vicar of EIHnghain in 
tne latter county, and many years successively usher aud liead- 
Aasterof the free ^^marsdiool at Duriiam, He diedStth Oct. 
Vm^'^Set Ki€h.viiL p. 887* 
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Aljout the same period he commenced a corres- 
pondence with that eminent antiquary, Francis Grose, 
Esq., by whose particular recommendation he was 
elected F. S. A. 15th Dec, 1774; which led to an inti- 
macy with Mr. Gough, at that time director of the So* 
ciety, and the celebrated author of ^r&isA Topography* 

In 179O9 on the death of his fetfaer, Mr. AJlau de^ 
elined the business of solicitor; but with unremitted 
ardour continued his antiquarian and other scientific 
amusements; and in 1791, he made a very considera- 
ble addition to his stock of curiosities (of wliich he had 
always been a collector) by tlie purchase of the entire Mu- 
seum of his departed friend, Mr. TunstaU; in which 
the collection of birds alone is said to' have cost ^5000.j: 
The whole was purchased of the proprietor, Edward 
aheldon, Esq. by Mr. Allan, for less than j670O. Of 
this Museum it is asserted that the birds alone filled a 
written catalogue|| of two volumes, in which were pro- 
bably included the descriptions which Mr. Allan com- 
loosed, of which those to he found in the following cata- 
logue Ibrm part. A thii d volume comprised a descrip- 
tion of " a large collection of curiosities, brought by 
Cape Cook from Otaheite, ; a collection of India 
armour inlaid with, gold, consisting of sabres, bows and 
arrows, &c. ; a small collection of shells^ and fossils; 
some reptiles, and a variety of specimens of sculpture in 
Roman brass; some insects; some coins, a few rare 
ones, but the bulk chiefly of the lower empire j a pretty 
» 

* Vide infra extracts of letters between Mr. Gough and Mr. 
Allan. 

iL I oonaider this esdmatioii an extravagant one.. 
I For want of this catalogue, which, from the subsequent letters, 

seems to have past, at Mr. Allan's decease, into the hands of Dr. 
Carr and Mr. Gough, it is impossible to ascertain exactly what arti* 
cles now in the collection, belonged originally to the Wycliffe Mu- 
seum, though the identity of several of them has been determined 
by Mr. Allan's own descriptions, and subsequently by Mr. Tunstall's 
MS., which lias come into my hands. The greater part of the Mu- 
seum, as above enumerated, is however now in possession, as re- 
corded in thb catalogue ; which I have ooarideredit my duty to do. as 
Ipinutely as possible, notwithstanding the triifing natureof some of tli^ 
contents, in order to my own justification and responsibiGty.— .EdL 
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numerous collection of the provincial half-pennies, spe- 
cimens of Roman potten', and Chinese curiosities. 

The Museum was removed from Wycliife to Mn 
Allan's residence at Grange, where it occupied two large 
rooms on the north side of the house. The larger 
room was principally filled with the birds^ the cases of 
which were so placed in partitions, back to back, as to 
form the room into three smaller apartments, through 
which you passed l>y two arches in the centre. On 
these were painted the following mottoes : — On the first, 

These are thy gloriom Works^ Parent of Good 
and on the second, " O Lordj how manifold are thy 
mrks — in wisdom thou hast made them all : the earth 
is full of ihf wisdom.^' And on the entrance to the 
Museum was hung a label with these words, ^* Quid hie ? 
Intueri naturamJ* To man^ of the departments Mn 
Allan made considerable additions. Paintings were not 
forgotten; these filled every pannel, gradually insinu- 
ated themselves along tlie passages, and clothed the 
wails of the great staircase,"* Of porliaits some of 
the most remarkable were, Lady Castlemain, Dutchess 
of Cleveland, by Sir P. Lely, in his best manner ; and 
Sir Henry Wotton by the same; Lord and Lady 
Pembroke by Jansen; Lord Fairfax by Lely, a capital 
and interesting picture; Head of a Corpse by L. Ca^ 
racci; and a curious picture, containing the Portraits 
of the Reformers. 

'i'he Museum was first opened for public inspection 
in June, 1792; and IVom that time to January, 1796 
(three years and a halt), it liad been viewed by 7,327 
persons, as we are informed by a printed label of Mr, 
Allan's, now in the Museum, 

Whilst thus usefully and pleasantly employing his 
fortune and bis leisure, he was interrupted by a warn* 
ing, thus described in a letter to Mr. Watson, August 
3, 1797 You will wonder at not hearing from me 
before this ; but when you know the situation I have 
been in, you will readily cxcube me; for, on Tuesdiiy 

* Surtce»* Hi^. Durhum, iii. p. 370. 
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week, at Grange, I was suddenly seized with a paralytic 
stroke^ which deprived me of ail reason and sight for 
near two hours. I was writing, when seized, and fell 
off my chain Till Tuesday last I continued very 
poorly; however^ I thouffht a stir from home, witn 
more exercise, might reueve me; and accordingly I 
arrived here last night, and have the pleasure to say, I 
am tlaily grown better, and hope to God I shall soon 
recover, though my eyes and liead are still much 
afFected." He again, however, rallied ; and resuming 
his ibrmer occupations, survived till May 18, 1800, 
when he died, aged 64. 

A few years before his death, he borrowed a MS. 
Visitation of Yorkshire^ by Dugdaie, which he accu- 
rately copied in two volumes folio, and emblazoned the 
arms in a yery neat manner. Sir M.' M. Sykes pur- 
chased the original afterwards, but the copy was pre- 
ferable. He never read but with a pen in his handj 
and if the expression may be used, as to Heraldry, An- 
tiquity, and Natural History, as well as Classics, his 
adversaria are numerous and valuable. Considering 
his extensive professional business before he retired, and 
bis cmstant labour in writing, it is believed he wrote 
almost a quire for every day he lived. His habits were 
^ yi^ry regular and temperate; but, nevertheless, he did 
«ot preserve a healthy regimen, and was continually 
ailing. He rose at half-past seven, ate a hearty break- 
fast at eight, vei*y seldom took any exercise, and scai ce 
ate Jiny animal food at all ; about three glasses of wine 
were his allowance after dinner. He drank tea, but 
' seldom ate supper. He was fond of having his family 
to sit in the study with him, and, although, constantly 
- employed, the conversation of others never appeared to 
interrupt him, and vet be heard all that passed* It 
was generfilly two o'clock before he retired to his room ; 
and he always read the newspapers in bed, by a reflect- 
ing lamp, wnich burnt all night. 
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Letters between Mr* AUan and Mr. Pennant* 

Sir, Downing, March 28, 177^- 

Accept my best thanks for your two packets. I have been very 
iinsuccessfiif in getting an account of certain portraits in Liunley 
Castle, which I am very desirous of. Several^ I have described, but 
there were some that were placed so high, that for want of a step- 
ladder, I could not read the inscription. Annexed are my desiderata* 
Favour me with a brief description, &c. T. P. 

Dear Sir, ApHn3:\, 1775. 

Lumley is a small village, about a mile i>oiithward froiu the castle, 
where there are remains of an ancient hall house, supposed older 
than the castle. That the Lumley family were seated here at the 
time of the conquest, Camden and Dugdale are dear in. It has 
becQ said that the castle was built in the time of Edward I. by Sir Ro* 
bert de Ijumtey ; many additions were made by his son Marmaduke^ 
whose son. Sir Ralph de Lumley (Tlro^. 16^ Ric, IL 1302) obtained 
license to mal<e a castle of his manor-house. T am told there are 
several dates on stones about the castle, but could never get infor- 
mation what they are. 

You have, no doubt, taken audi u description of the castle, and 
its pleasant situation, as to need no further notes from me ; but I 
btt leave to observe (wUch, perhaps, you might neither see nor be 
t9m off) that about 300 yards south west from the castle, are the 
riemains of an old chapel, wherein are several stones, apparently 
tombs, but no inscriptions, and sunk in the earth. Below this is an 
arched vault, which, it is said, has a communication with the chapel. 
A stone now covers the entrance, and it is rather difficult to find. 
A tradition is handed down at Chester, tiiat, about 170 years ago, 
some stones were taken troin this chapel, to mend a breach in 
the fishery dam across the Wear ; but whilst one stone remained 
therein, the dam could not be kept up. The park was much larger 
formerly, and paled round, but now walled. There is statue of 
Liulphus (ancestor of the Lumlev family) mounted on a horse in full 
pr<^ortion, placed in the great kitchen of the castle. Soon after 
the accession of King James to the crown of England, in one of the 
tours he made round the kingdom, he was entertained by Lord 
Lumley at this castle. The BislK)p of Durham (William Jaines), a 
relation of his Lordship, who was there on a visit at the same time, 
thinkini? to possess his Majesty with a grand idea of the importance 
of the Lumley family, bec^an to acquaint the King with a genealo- 
gical detail of liis Lordship's progenitors, and attempted to deduce 
thmr ongin from a period so remote, that it exceeded every degree 
of credilnlityr The King, whose patience was qmte esmausted, 
stopped short the Kcv. Gcnealodst, bv saying, ^ O nion, go no fur- 
ther, let me digest this knowledge 1 liaTe gained; for, by my saul, 
I did naken that Adam's surname was Lumley.* 

GEO. ALLAN. 

* The insertion of this letter is given to shew that Mr. Pennant, 
who first published tins popular anecdote, owed it to Mr. X^Md* 
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London y April -1, 1776» 
—I beg to subscribe for three sets of your frieud's botany (Mr. Rob- 
80n, a quaker, of Darlington). I have not yet read Mr. Hutchinson's 
book) hut have ordered it, I feared bis manner would n9t please. 

T. P. 

Downing, Nov. 16, 1777. 
— I am much indebted to yoii for the British Flora* which I think 
a most useful worV, and very explanatory of the terms of art; but, 
as I am not a i noi t ^. r i Botanist, I cannot pretend to correct, even 
if the worji. stood ui need of it. T. P. 

Downing, Feb. 1778« 

"-My portrait in die ma^ailne was, I beJive, co|»ed from Wedge* 
wood*s model of me in his curious ware, which is a good likeness 
of me. I may this summer present you with a portrait of your 
fiiend» done from a pictiu-e I sat for to Grainsborough, which is now 
eiigraving at an expense 1 blush for.f J. P. 

Downing^ Dec. 1 6, 1 783. 
— I admire, greatly, Mr. Bewick's, ingenuity. The moment I can 
make him useful, I will. To make him known^ if that is your \vi«h, 
I would immediately straiu a point. T. P. 

Hoirnm^^ Kw, 27, 17S6. ' 
—I am very happy in having it in my power to obli^ anv one^ cod* 
nected with you, who confer so many acts of frienddiip on me. 
The tailless Marmot and the Jackal, have never been engraven, 
the last never described, but 1 never saw more of it than the draw- 
ing. I wish I had more to send, ])iit I have long since been ex- 
hausted. I admire Mr. Bewick's neatness, and I wish him success. 
Is hib w ork (the Quadrupecb) by subscription nearly ready. T. P. 

Downing t Jult/ IJ, 178G. 

have bought Mr, Bewick's pretty book of ^adrupecls. As I 
am most intent on illustrating my own work with prints, let me beg 
your interest for some of his. I have some little claim on Mr. 
Bewick, as my works are a considerable help to him. T. P. 

Dotvning^ January 16, 1792. 
—I am glad to hear that you have health and spirits to keep up 
your amusements. Much as I lament Mr. Tunstall, I am glad that 
his museum has fallen into such hands. Loug may you live to en- 
joy it. T. P 

Downing, Dec. G, 1 792. 

am very sorry to hear of the fate of Mr. TunstalFs collections, 
I know he impoverished himself by the ardour of his pursuits afler 
these objects. T. P* 

* The BrUi^ Ftara^ containing the select names, characters, 
places of growth* duration, and time of flowering, of the plants now* 
ing n^d in Great Britain. To which are prefixed, the Prsndples of 
Botany» By Stephen Robson.-^York, 1777< 

f Tnis is a private print, and is very bcautifnlly eng^raved by T. K, 
Sherwin. A copy of it is in the Museum. — Srr Cat. 

X I imagine this relates to Mr. Bewick, who engraved his tailless 
Mai jiiot, from a drawing conimunicatcd by Mr, Pennant to him,— 
iSfc't Pen. Quad. 3d. ed. 2 p. 13/. 
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Downing, December 31 , 1 7^. 
-—Bewick cut an anmiul ui llie dog genus, wliereoi he sent me au 
impression. What do you call h ?* 1 see he has advertbed a third 
edition of the Quadrapeds. O, ALLAN. 

Downing^ JmuUity 13, 1793. 
Thanks for your kind letter. The animal you mention is the Aye 
Aye, of Madagascar, a species of Squirrel (Sciurus Madagascarensis, 
Gvi,) I rejoice at Mr. Bewick's success. It will be some tempta- 
tion for you to come here, wlien I say that next summer you may 
see 44 folio volumes of my " Outlines of the Globe," fairly written, 
aud most lichly illustrated. . T. P. 

Dear Sir, Daundng, February 13, 1798. 

It is so long since we have heard of each other, that I flatter my- 
self we shall be glad to hear an account of our healths. May they 
be as good as may be expected in the gloomy season of age.f I 
may say that, since we saw each other, I have, till the year 1794, 
little cause to complain of any thing. The will of Heaven must, 
however ungrateful to mortals, be calmly submitted to. 1 inclose 
this in a cover to the ingLnious Mr. l^e\Mck ; iroai whom 1 was 
happy in receiving a letter, supposing he was no more, lie is a 
wowvoiis ardst. Pray iet< me hear from you soon, and a ML ae- 
count 0^ your health. 

I am, with every good wish. 
Dear Sir, 

Your obliged friend, 

T. PE^JNANT. 



ExlracU of Letters between Mr, Allan and Mr, Gough^puUUhed 

in N'k/iu/s. 

Dec. 5, 1755, — The skreen Ijehmti the altar has been elej^antly 
engraved, from a drawing, by Ebdon, a Durham gentleman (appren- 
tice to Pain, the architect) ; who also published a beauiiiul mside 
view of the church, inscribed to the late Dean Cooper. To the 
prints already published, in this c$>unty, you will not foiget to add 
your friend Mr. Cadc*s, Vicar of Darlington Church, engraved by 
Hooker, from a drawing of Samuel Wilkinson's (late an innkeeper, 
in this town). Mr. Bailey, an ingenious young artist, in this neigh- 
bourhoodjj and who has been patronized by Mr. Grose, is now at 
work on a perspective view of the town. G. ALLAN. 

Oct. 31, 1779. — Inclosed are some impressions from a copper 
seal, lately found in the Chapter Library, at Durliam. The old 
coat of our Cathedral is now scouring, and will undergo a thorough 

* The plate is to be foimd in Pennant's History of Quadrupeds, 
aded.v.tt.p. 

f Neither of these friendly correspondents long survived the date 
of this letter. Mr. Pennant died Dec. 16, 1798 ; and Mr. Allan 
May 18, 1800. 

% He engraved most of the plates in Hutchinson's Durhanu 
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repair, the Chapter having appro})riatc'(l 10001. -a year for that pur- 
|x>se till finished. Inclosed m a specunen of engraving on wood, by 
a young man,* at Newcastle. GEO. ALLAN. 

Sir, JSnfield, Feb. 5, 1785. 

I lately received from Bfr. Hutchinson a printed apology for the 
delay of hk Huiort^ of Durham, This, and the account of some 
Roman antiquities in the Palatinate, communicated hy Mr. Cade to 
the Society of Antiquaries, and inserted in their 7th vol., is all I 
have heard from them for some time. I admit your multifarious 
engagements, for a silence on your part; hut I Haitcr myself I shall 
have your assist iiiice, to render Mr. Camden's account of Durliam 
as complete as possible. R. GOUGH. 

' j^^i/ieW, Jan. 3, 1786.^ 
—Can you inform me how the pictures at Lunley Castle are dis- 
persed ? I presume one may both condole and congratulate you on 
the altemtton at the Ghrange. (The death oTMrs. Ann Allan, see 
before.) R. GOUGU. 

• 

An ofjgmal unpubUthed Leiter of Mr, AUan** to Mr, Bewick,, 
Sia, 

I received your favour, and shall at all times be happy in ac- 
commodating you with every assbtance in my power for your in- 

tendcfl work. 

On lookin;:: over Mr. TuiistalTs booLs, there are a number of 
beautiful (lni\\ini?s of birds, in all their proper colours, \^ithiu circles 
of 3 inclies diameter, which 1 apprehend may save you much trouble, 
being ready drawn, and to the same size you mean to give them. 
On the other side you have their names, and if you wish to copy 
them, they shall be sent you, as I can easily take them out of Pen- 
nant^s Zaolog^y wherein they are slightly stuck with gum, but I 
must request the utmost care, as they are all to be returned to Mr. 
Tunstail's nephew. By Christmas T hope to have all, or the greater 
part of'thp Mnsonni reinoved to Darlington, and after that time, I 
shall be glad ot your company to spend a week, or as long as you 
can make it convenient, to draw wliatever you think proper. 

I wish to have a neat emblematical ticket cut in wood, and to be 

r'nted on cards, as an admission for people to see the Museum, 
doubt not your ingenuity can contrive a proper design, which I 
shall be you would think of against I see you, and to bring 
with you a pencil sketch thereof. 

Mr. Tunstall has stuck into Pennant a print of the ^yhitley Ox, 
which T never saw before, and obser^-e it is engraved by Mr. Beilby. 
When 3 0U send me any impressions of other things, please to in- 
close one of the ox. i ^^uj);)ose you correspond with niy worthy 
friend, Mr. Pennant, to whom 1 have long been remiss in writing. 

♦ ** The ingenious Mr. Thomas Bewick, whom Mr. Allcin had 
very early patronized, and who was then busily euipluyed ou the 
beautiful engravings for Ids * Qiiadnqtedt* 
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When you write, pray acquaint him in wbum faandf the Wydiflfe 
Mttseuni now is. 

I beg my compliments to Messrs. Beilby and Hodgson, and «m. 

Sir, your obodient servant) 

Gran^, M Dee. mi. GEO. ALLAN. 



Black or Common Eagle, 

Osprey, 

Goshawk^ 

Kite, 

Honey Buzzard, 
Hobby, 
Woodchaty 
Hooded Crow, 
Jay, 

Hairv Woodpecker^ 

Grosbeak or Hawfinch, 

Bullfinch, 

Green Grosbeak, 

Goldfinch, 

Sparrow, 



PSed Fly Catcher or Coldfiach, 

Nightingale, 

Golden Crested Wren, 

Dartford Warbler, 

Velvet Duck, 

Two Scoter Ducks, 

Cuck and Heu Scaup Ducks, 

Shiel drake, 

Shoveler Ducks, iiudc Sc female, 
Gadwell Ducks, 
Two Rufis fighting, 
Knot, 

Creantrcohured Plover^ 
Rednecked Grebe. 



Letters ketmeen Dr, Carr and Mr. Gough, relatwe to the Miueum^ 

at Mr. Aihn*t Death. 

Sir, Hertford, Oct 31, 1809. 

Mr. Allan, who lately died at his 55eat, near Darlington, has left 
a large and expensive collection of curiosities of various kinds. In 
some conversation with his son on the subject, it occurred to nie, 
that you might be consuiteti on the most elegible manner of offering 
his Museum to sale, as I had often heard his father speak of Mr. 
Gough with the grnitest respect. Though I can hardly claim the 
honour of my name bong known to you, 1 am no stranger to your 
inerit, and hope to be K>igiven the uberty in begging the favour of 
a line, at your leisure. J. CARR. 

Snt, Hertford, Feb, 6, 1801. 

I have received a letter firom ;^lr. Allan, a part of which I sit 
down to transcribe for your penisal. 

" I have conmnmicated to the gentleman who has the manage- 
ment of my father's afikirs, what you mention respecting the Mu- 
seum ; but he informs me a Mr. Fothergill, of York, has oifcred 
300 guineas for it j and seems ratiier of opinion, that the expense 
of conveyance to London, and the risque of a sale there, might in- 
duce him to dose with the oftr. ! snail, however, prevail on him 
to defer it a little longer, and will- send you two volumes of my 
fiither's Catalogue of the Birds ; and another list I will make out 
as well as T can myself. Perhups, from them, you might be able to 
guess what the whole might produce in London. The collection of 
birds alone, I am told, cost Mr. Tunstall u[)wards of 50001. ; and, T 
think^ from what 1 iiave been able to make out trom memonuidumfi. 
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the whole may have cost my fiither about 7001. Ab &r as I can 

judge, the collection must be worth considerably more than 3151.; 
and I am very anxioiu to ascertain what it migfat possibly produce 

in London." 

So far Mr. Allan. The catalogues are not come to Hertford. 
Wiien they do, you are likely to have some additional trouble ou 
this business. , J. CARR. 

Hertford, Feb. 7, IdOl. — Immediately after writing to you yester^ 
day, I received these two catalogues from Mr* AUan^ who apologizes 
for not being able to make out a third. He expresses some rduC- 
tance at the thoughts of parting with his father's Museum, but hopes 
the sale may benefit those to whom he left his personal estate. I 
hope to hear of your receiving this, and having \ our opinion respect- 
ing tiie sale. The only objection to a sale in London^ seems to be 
the great expense attending it. J. C. 

Enfieldy Feb. 8, 1801. — Sir, I am afraid my misapprehension of 
Mr. Allan's Museum had led me to undertake aiore than I am able 
to perform, for his family, in the disposal of it, I imagined it in- 
cluded the whole of his ooliection, books, &c when I recommended 
Mr. Leigh to sell them. I am perfectly unacquainted with the value 
of subjects of Natural History ; but considering the difference of 
value to Mr. Tunstali and Mr. Allan, T am not surprised, that they 
should be estimated at only half what Mr. Allan gave for them. 
Considerinj?, also, the' expense and hazard ol :>eading them up to 
Londoiij I should, were it luy own case, be rather inclined to ac- 
cept Mr. Fothergill's offer, supposing he cannot be prevailed on to 
increase it, or to take upon himself die risque of remoinng the birds 
from Dartington to York. If, under these circumstances, you 
should incline to stop Mr. Allan from sending up his catalogues, 
. which might lose time, you may, perhaps, save some trouble ; but if 
you think it more advisable, that they should be shewn to the Lon- 
don virtuosi, I will endeavour to find them out, for they are entirely 
strangers to me since I quitted both the Royal and Antiquarian 
Societies. R. GOUGH. 

Mr. Allan did not, liowcver, choose to let the Mu- 
seum pass out of the family at the foregoing offer; but 
purchased it liimself of his father's executors, in 1801» 
to remain at tlie Grange, where it continued until it 
was purchased by the Newcastle Society, in 1822. Its 
conveyance from tlience was effected by its being raost 
commodiously packed in a frame of wood work, placed 
on a spring glass-wagson, which was lent for the pur- 
pose, by William Couibert, Esq. of BenweU, and it 
arrived safely in Newcastle without the injury of a fea- 
ther, notvv itlistauding its encountering on Gateshead Fell, 
pne of the highest gales of wind ever known. The 
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whole eoHectlon was received into a spacious roonoy be- 
longing to Messrs. Doubleday and Easterby, to remain 
untU the New Building of the Literary Society should 
be ready to receive it; and, it is cmly too sl^t a return 
to diese gendemen, to acknowledge in this way, their 
liberality and accommodation during the three years 
that it has remained in their charge. The room being 
an upper one, M as exceedingly dry, and fires were boun- 
tifully supplied by Messrs. D. and E. This interval 
afibrded the opportunity of the whole of the birds 
gradually going through the hands of Mr. Richard 
Wingate^ who has cleaned and repaired them, where 
neoessaiT, in an able manner, and wey are now in bet- 
ter conmtion than they have been for many years, and 
in some d^rtments, particularly the Hawk and Duck 
tribes, are ai» perfect as when iii st set up. 
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